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Psalms for Life:  The Glory of the Word 

Psalm 19 

 

Introduction – Devotion to the Word 

I have a confession to make.  Though I read the Word and pray each day, Scripture reading, 

study, and meditation has never been natural or easy for me.  The more that I progress in the 

faith and in my calling, the more I find my experiences in the Word to be deeper and richer.  But 

it is never easy.  Encountering God through his Word is best in the morning.  It frames and 

launches your day on the right footing of God’s perspective.  I read and pray each day even 

before I get out of bed.  But that is a struggle for me.  I can hardly ever recall a day when I have 

awoken feeling rested and refreshed.  I’m not a morning person.  (Can I get a witness?)   

 

Many of you know who Mark Lowry is.  He wrote Mary, Did You Know?  He’s a talented singer 

as well as a very entertaining comedian.  He seemed to share the same struggles that I have.  He 

had friends who would get up at 5:30 AM in order to have their quiet time with God.  And his 

friends were really getting into that “accountability” thing where they would call each other to 

make sure they were doing their devotions.  Well, that just didn’t work for Mark Lowry.  Like 

most musicians and entertainers, he is a night person.  So he named his bed “the Word.”  His 

spiritual friend would call at 6:00 AM and Mark would fumble for the phone, pick it up, and 

answer, “I can’t talk now…I’m in “the Word.”   

 

I think for most people, Bible reading, study, and meditation are difficult.  During seasons of 

trouble, I find it much easier.  Turning to God through his Word is my first reaction when times 

get tough.  For me that isn’t discipline; that’s survival.  Frankly, it’s when times are good and 

things are going smoothly that finding time for God’s Word is challenging.   

 

Why is that?  For one, we are an easily distracted people.  I don’t have statistics, but I’m certain 

that the practice of reading a book is diminishing in this age of electronic diversion.  TV, video 

games, and net surfing are all so easy.  Reading a book takes focus and attention – a fading skill 

in our highly entertained culture.  Reading books is “old-school.”   Watching video is the cultural 

norm today.   

 

Unfortunately, reading and watching are not interchangeable input skills for the soul.  I read an 

essay several years ago praising the discipline required in being a student.  You see, reading and 

studying builds the mental focus and capacity that is so necessary for praying.  Young people:  

don’t despise studying.  While you are stretching and building intellectual capacity, you are 

cultivating a greater spiritual ability to persevere in prayer. Reading requires a more focused 

brain – more effort.  And, in return, the result will be a deeper impact on understanding because 

your brain has to be active in order to read rather than passive as when watching a video image.  

Video is powerful; make no mistake.  It has wonderful potential and an important place in 
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communication because it engages visual and audio senses.  But nothing can take the place of 

reading the printed word.   

 

Beyond the diminishing of reading skill, I think believers also don’t fully grasp the glory of 

God’s Word that we read in Scripture.  My prayer is that our reflection on Psalm 19 this morning 

will inspire a greater understanding and love for the gift of God’s wonderful Word that we find 

in Scripture.   

 

The Word – Psalm 19 (ESV) 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 

    and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours out speech, 

    and night to night reveals knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words, 

    whose voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out through all the earth, 

    and their words to the end of the world. 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

    and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

    and its circuit to the end of them, 

    and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

    reviving the soul; 

the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

    making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the Lord are right, 

    rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is pure, 

    enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is clean, 

    enduring forever; 

the rules of the Lord are true, 

    and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 
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    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 

 

Who can discern his errors? 

    Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; 

    let them not have dominion over me! 

Then I shall be blameless, 

    and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable in your sight, 

    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

The Heaven’s Declare the Glory of God (vs. 1-6) 

Last summer we began a series of sermons on the Psalms.  It worked well.  Summer is a time 

when people are in and out and a thematic series is nearly impossible to sustain with any real 

impact on the congregation. But a series of messages based on psalms works well because each 

one is self-contained.  We began last year with Psalm 1, which is the template of understanding 

for all of the psalms.  I entitled the message, “A Psalm for Life” and it has become the title of our 

summer psalm series both last year and this year.  Psalm 1 is especially relevant to Psalm 19 in 

its reference to God’s Law – God’s instruction.  Hear the opening words: 

 

Blessed is the man 

    who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

    nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 

    and on his law he meditates day and night. 

     Psalm 1:1-2 

 

Psalm 19 extols the beauty, power, and necessity of God’s Word.  C.S. Lewis has called it some 

of finest poetry ever written.  The psalm has a traceable thought that runs from the beginning to 

end. But the psalmist’s use of picturesque language and application to God’s Word and life is 
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brilliantly artistic and elegant – like the subject of the psalm.  He begins with what is self-evident 

every day to everyone on earth: 

 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 

    and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.  

    (vs. 1) 

 

When Diane and I came back from vacation Friday night, we were greeted by powerful 

thunderstorms.  Even though the storms are dangerous, we are fortunate to live in a part of the 

country where God’s power is frequently on display this time of year.  In fact, the Dakotas are a 

wonderful place to experience the truth of the opening verses of Psalm 19:1.  The following clip 

is from a studio that specializes in time lapse photography in this region.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASi1tewg8Co 

 

The heavens boldly declare God’s glory.  Their declaration is heard around the world.  It is 

profound and articulate without human language.  That is exactly what the psalmist is elegantly 

expressing in verses 2-4:   

 

Day to day pours out speech, 

    and night to night reveals knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words, 

    whose voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out through all the earth, 

    and their words to the end of the world. 

    (vs. 2-4a) 

 

And then he turns his attention to the most obvious phenomenon in the sky, the sun: 

 

In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

    and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

    and its circuit to the end of them, 

    and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

     (vs. 4b-6) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASi1tewg8Co
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I don’t know if you appreciate poetry, but the descriptive language here is pure genius.  Who 

would have ever described a sunrise as a newly married man arising from his room the night 

after his wedding?  Use your imagination….  The sun is like an athlete, “a strong man, running 

its course with joy!”   

 

The sun’s heat is penetrating and life-giving.  It always rises and always sets.  Any variation in 

its faithfulness and warmth would spell disaster for our planet.  Its warmth and light refreshes us.  

It causes things to grow.  It enables us to see and delights us with an endless palate of colors in 

our world.   

 

And here is the key to understanding this psalm:  the sun is powerful, life-giving, and ever 

faithful – just like the Word of God. 

 

The Glory of God’s Word (7-11) 

In Psalm 19, the subject is the revealed Word of God.  The Psalmist describes it as law, 

testimony, precepts, commandment, and rules.  In his day, the first five books of the Bible were 

the revealed Word of God.  He did not have the full Old Testament to say nothing of the New.  

Today, we should include the whole Bible in our understanding of this psalm.  The structure of 

verses 7-9 both describe God’s Word and its benefit for us.  God’s Word is: 

 

 Perfect – that is, complete and lacking in nothing,  

 Sure – trustworthy, 

 Right – they resonate deep in our soul, 

 Pure –, without error or any structural defect, 

 Clean - without any moral defect whatsoever, 

 True – without any pretense or falsehood. 

 

God’s Word greatly benefits us: 

 

 It revives us. 

 It gives us wisdom. 

 It causes us to rejoice. 

 It enlightens us. 
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 It gives us hope because it never changes. 

 It gives an unwavering moral standard in a day of shifting foundations. 

 

Take that all in.  Have you not found that to be true?  One of the primary reasons that we struggle 

with reading Scripture is because we don’t recognize all of its virtues and benefits.  They’re all 

here in this psalm.  We should read and study the Word.  We should memorize it and cherish it.  

We should order our lives according to this wonderful treasure.  After the psalmist recounted the 

virtues and benefits of God’s Word, his pen overflowed with this reflection: 

 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

    even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 

    and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 

    (vs. 10-11) 

 

Just let that sit for a moment… 

 

Personal Impact (12-14) 

When we reflect on the character of God, the glory of his handiwork, and the nature of his Word, 

our thoughts inevitably shift around to us.  God has revealed himself.  We must respond.  If we 

have really seen and heard God, our response always begins with humility.  In the case of Psalm 

19, we perceive the glory of God’s Word with its perfect standard and we immediately see our 

shortcomings and we ask the question, “Who can discern his errors?”  The answer is implied in 

all that we have just read and considered.  It is the one who cherishes and follows God’s Word.   

 

How do we do that?  I don’t believe there is any one way.  There are certain spiritual disciplines 

with Scripture that have great benefit.  But we run into trouble when we start prescribing 

legalistic behaviors for everyone because everyone is different.  The truth of this psalm is 

universal for all of us.  If we will devote ourselves to God’s Word, we will receive all of the 



7 

 

©BMyers322 

 

benefits described in this psalm.  Of course, it begins with reading the Word.  Have you read 

through the whole Bible?  I don’t recommend starting at Genesis and reading all the way through 

to Revelation.  There are better ways to read through the Bible that will keep you from getting 

bogged down in difficult sections and enliven your reading with variety.  We can help point you 

in some of those directions.  But there’s more than just reading.  I sometimes find myself just 

reading to check it off my list.  That’s lifeless and legalistic.  Read to hear God’s speaking voice.  

Sometimes you may need to read a passage several times to hear what the Holy Spirit wants to 

tell you.  Pray the Scriptures – the Psalms are especially good for this.  Memorize the Scriptures.  

Find some alone time with the Word. Read it and study it together with other Christians 

wherever you get the opportunity.  Read it in the morning.  Read it at lunch time.  Read it before 

you go to bed.  If God has so gifted you, teach the Bible – that will force you to dig even deeper.  

Find what works with you.  If you find it difficult, please call me or come see me.  I would love 

to help you find ways that work with your personality and your life-demands to read and cherish 

God’s Word.   

 

Someone once said, “God’s Word will keep me from sin or sin will keep me from God’s Word.”  

When we cherish God’s Word and order our life by it, we will experience the benefit that the 

psalmist yearned for in vs. 12-13.  Our hidden faults will be revealed and corrected.  God’s Word 

will order our lives and keep us thinking we’re so wonderful.  I love the way Eugene Peterson 

translated this whole psalm in contemporary language: 

 

God’s glory is on tour in the skies, 

    God-craft on exhibit across the horizon. 

Madame Day holds classes every morning, 

    Professor Night lectures each evening. 

Their words aren’t heard, 

    their voices aren’t recorded, 

But their silence fills the earth: 

    unspoken truth is spoken everywhere. 

God makes a huge dome 

    for the sun—a superdome! 
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The morning sun’s a new husband 

    leaping from his honeymoon bed, 

The daybreaking sun an athlete 

    racing to the tape. 

That’s how God’s Word vaults across the skies 

    from sunrise to sunset, 

Melting ice, scorching deserts, 

    warming hearts to faith. 

The revelation of God is whole 

    and pulls our lives together. 

The signposts of God are clear 

    and point out the right road. 

The life-maps of God are right, 

    showing the way to joy. 

The directions of God are plain 

    and easy on the eyes. 

God’s reputation is twenty-four-carat gold, 

    with a lifetime guarantee. 

The decisions of God are accurate 

    down to the nth degree. 

God’s Word is better than a diamond, 

    better than a diamond set between emeralds. 

You’ll like it better than strawberries in spring, 

    better than red, ripe strawberries. 

There’s more: God’s Word warns us of danger 

    and directs us to hidden treasure. 

Otherwise how will we find our way? 

    Or know when we play the fool? 

Clean the slate, God, so we can start the day fresh! 

    Keep me from stupid sins, 

    from thinking I can take over your work; 
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Then I can start this day sun-washed, 

    scrubbed clean of the grime of sin. 

   (Psalm 19:1-13, The Message) 

 

When we’ve immersed and ordered our lives according to God’s Word, then we will pray with 

the psalmist: 

 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    be acceptable in your sight, 

    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

    (vs. 14) 

 

God’s written Word is a treasure.  But it points to an even greater treasure, Jesus, the Word of 

God in the flesh!  All of God’s revelation ultimately points to and is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

Though the heavens declare the awesome glory of God, they pale in in comparison to him. 

 

Closing hymn:  Fairest Lord Jesus #152 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, 

O Thou of God and man the Son, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 

Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown. 

 

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

 

Fair is the sunshine, 

Fairer still the moonlight, 

And all the twinkling starry host; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

Now and forever more be Thine. 

 


